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1 . EMBOFF SPOKE TO US/OAS DESK OFFICER AT COSTA RICAN 

FOREIGN MINISTRY AND TO EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OE CONICIT REGARDING 
THE JANUARY TEWG MEETING. BOTH WERE AWARE OF THE MEETING. 

2. DESK OFEICER SAID THAT SHE WAS AWARE OF MEETING THROUGH 
INFORMATION CONVERSATIONS WITH OAS OFEICIALS, BUT THAT A 
FORMAL INVITATION FROM THE OAS TO ATTEND THE MEETING HAD NOT 
BEEN RECEIVED BY COSTA RICA. THUS EAR, COSTA RICA HAS NOT 
MADE ANY PREPARATIONS EOR THE MEETING. ACCORDING TO THE 
DESK OFFICER, THE COSTA RICANS WERE INFORMALLY TOLD BY THE 
OAS THAT THE OAS SECRETARIAT WOULD NOT FUND TRAVEL AND OTHER 
EXPENSES FOR THE PARTICIPANTS AT THE WASHINGTON MEETING. 

FOR THIS REASON, THE DESK OFEICER CONTINUED, COSTA RICA WILL 
PROBABLY NOT BE ABLE TO SEND A TECHNICALLY QUALIFIED 
REPRESENTATIVE FROM HERE. 

3. CONICIT EXECUTIVE SECRETARY REITERATED THE FOREIGN MINISTRY'S 
CONCERN ABOUT LACK OF OAS FUNDS TO ASSIST COUNTRIES WISHING 
TO ATTEND THE MEETING. HE ADDED THAT IN HIS PERSONAL OPINION 
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THE LACK OF OAS SECRETARIAT FUNDS INDICATED A DESIRE BY THE BIGGER 
COUNTRIES TO EXCLUDE SMALLER COUNTRIES FROM THE MEETING. 

HE SAID HE HAD REACHED THIS CONCLUSION AETER TALKING WITH VARIOUS 
OAS OFEICIALS IN WASHINGTON SOMETIME LAST MONTH. EXTOEF 
DISCUSSED U.S. VIEW OF CONFERENCE WITH CONICIT EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY. HE LISTENED POLITELY, BUT DID NOT CHOOSE TO 
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COMMENT OR TO VOLUNTEER COSTA RICA'S VIEWS OR OBJECTIVES. 

4. COMMENT. COSTA RICA ALWAYS HAS A PROBLEM IN FUNDING 
REPRESENTATION AT SPECIAL MEETINGS. IT APPEARS THAT IN THE 
CASE OE THE TEWG MEETING, COSTA RICA WILL FOLLOW ITS USUAL 
PATTERN AND BE REPRESENTED BY A MEMBER OE ITS EMBASSY 
IN WASHINGTON. TODMAN 
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